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Amongst his many research talents, Russ Abbey has a penchant for finding things 398th on 
both eBay and Footnote.  Russ always emails both me and Peter Brooke with his latest finds 
on eBay, and then I always feel mixed emotions as I use the link to see what is up for grabs 
this time.   But recently Russ struck lucky with a non-398th find, a book entitled ‘Hell from 
Heaven Men’, Bombardiers training at the 34th Training Wing, Class 4 of 1943.  

Back in the late 1970s I had come across a Squadron narrative in Col. Earl J Berryhill’s 
material he loaned to me. One line read ‘Today, the Hell from Heaven Group bombed Berlin 
again’. It was one of those ‘Eureka’ moments, as I had previously wondered what the 398th’s 
Group insignia actually stood for, now I felt I knew. Thus, when I designed the memorial in 
1982, I put the legend ‘Hell from Heaven’ across its top.  

Now this eBay find helped explain where the ‘Hell from Heaven’ almost certainly came from. 
Our good friend Peter Brooke immediately purchased the book and has kindly loaned it to 
me for careful scanning of some of the pages. It is a rare find and thanks to Peter and Russ, 
here are some of its contents; 

 



 

 

 


